
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making a Revolving Centre 

I have a couple of lathes and both different Morse Tapers so I try not to have to buy extra equipment 

for the smaller one, so where possible I make it. I think the pictures are enough to go on, if not you 

have a problem you can always contact me. 

The bearings you need are the type you get for skates inline wheels 22mm OD 7mm and 8mm hole, 

the wood I use is a fine grain hardwood for the Morse taper, the rest can be less hard that’s up to you, 

I use thin superglue to soak over the parts of the body. 

EBay is a good source for bearings, and can be any size you might like to use, i think the pictures are 

enough to go buy 
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Round off your stock and mark it 

out, you can use your existing  

centre the one that came with your 

lathe to get the measurements from 

or do it by eye, you can bring the 

tailstock up to try the size now and 

then to see that it fits. 

Turn your mores taper first thickest 

end near to the chuck, check for 

sizes, ones done and sanded leave 

about ¼” again up to you about 

sizes, and then start to make your 

spigot, the bearing is 7mm and you 

will want another 4 or 5mm past the 

bearing, take the spigot down to 

8mm or to the size of your bearing. 

You will want to check your spigot 

with callipers so as to get a nice 

tight fitting with the bearing. 
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Make the spigot for the bearing to 

8mm, go slow and don’t cut too 

much check fit often to make sure 

you will get a good tight fit. The 

same thing goes for the outside of 

the bearing on the adapter side, 

make this 22mm and again check 

often the spigot hole inside can be 

just that fraction bigger, the adapter 

body does not want to be to tight a 

fit as you will need to be able to 

change adapter bodies with others if 

you make them 

I find the cone adapter body good 

for holding hollow vessels, and 

sometimes boxes, the shape of 

these is mainly down to you and 

what you will be using them for. 



 

 

 

The finished Revolving Centre’s with 

exchangeable  bodies these bodies can be 

whatever shape you need them to be it 

could have sponge or rubber mounted to 

protect your work maybe adapt anything 

your imagination comes up with. Have fun 

with them and I hope you get some use out 

of this, it’s nothing hard and maybe just 

enough to get your mind going to come up 

with your own stuff and pass it on. 

Any questions just mail me. 

Geoff Rose 

LittleBuddha 
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